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All photos and images are in the public domain unless otherwise stated.  

Scarlet-shouldered parrotlet; Vince Smith from London, United Kingdom / CC BY-SA (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0). Cobalt-winged parakeet: 
Gary L. Clark / CC BY-SA (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0). Golden-winged parakeet: Charles J Sharp / CC BY-SA (https://creativecommons.org/
licenses/by-sa/4.0). Caica parrot: Hector Bottai / CC BY-SA (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0). Blue-headed parrot: F®lix Uribe / CC BY-SA (https://
creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0). Festive parrot: Christopher G from Tulsa Oklahoma, USA / CC BY-SA (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0). 
Blue-cheeked parrot: Amazona_dufresniana_-two_captive-8a.jpg: TJ Lin / CC BY-SA (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0). Yellow-crowned parrot: 
F®lix Uribe / CC BY-SA (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0). Mealy parrot: Art G. from Willow Grove, PA, USA / CC BY (https://
creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0). Orange-winged parrot: F®lix Uribe / CC BY-SA (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0). Dusky-billed parrotlet: 
Hector Bottai / CC BY-SA (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0). Green-rumped parrotlet: Jam.mohd / CC BY-SA (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/
by-sa/4.0). Black-headed parrot: SandyCole (mailto:sandyc@dicksandy.org) / CC BY-SA (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0). Red-fan parrot: Sham 
Edmond / CC BY (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0). Red-bellied macaw: A C Moraes / CC BY (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0). Blue and 
yellow macaw: I, Luc Viatour / CC BY (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0). Red and green macaw: Tony Hisgett / CC BY (https://creativecommons.org/
licenses/by/2.0). Chestnut-fronted macaw: Sandysphotos2009 / CC BY (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0). Red-shouldered macaw: Sham Edmond / CC 
BY (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0). White-eyed parakeet: F®lix Uribe / CC BY-SA (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0). Brown-throated 
parakeet: F®lix Uribe / CC BY-SA (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0). 
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Feathers are made out of keratin , the same material as your hair and fingernails.  

Feathers can be tiny or large, and can be different colours.   

To keep feathers in good condition for flying, birds must preen  their feathers to 
clean, oil, and reshape them.   

Birds also scratch, bathe and sun their feathers to clean them and get rid of 
bugs.  Every year or so, they molt , or change their feathers.  

 

Birds are animals with a backbone and they are  
specially adapted for flight.  

 

Birds have two wings, a tail and are covered with  

feathers.  They have  a light, but strong skeleton, and a very  

efficient respiratory system . 

 

Find a feather and look at it closely.  

One side is shiny, this is from the oil 

from the birdõs body and helps keep 

the bird warm and dry!

±ŀƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŀǘƘŜǊ 

CŜŀǘƘŜǊ ǎƘŀƊ 
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There are many different species of parrot in Guyana.  Macaws, parakeets and 
parrotlets are different types of parrots.  

Parrots have a large head, short neck, and a strong, beak, tough enough to 
crack seeds and nuts.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Label the parts 

of the parrot.
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Parrot feet are Zygodactyl  (say ZI GO DACK TAL), which means it has two toes 
facing forward, and two facing back. This allows them to grip tree branches, or 
even hang upside down.  

Toucans, woodpeckers and woodcreepers also have this special toe                
arrangement.  They can hold on to the side of trees.  

Parrots are the only birds that can lift food to their mouth with a foot!  
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Some people may keep parrots as pets.  Wild animals do not make great pets 
because part of them will always remain wild.  Their instinct is to behave wild, 
they may bite and injure people.   

Domestic  animals like dogs make better pets.  

Some Indigenous people use parrot feathers to decorate baskets, headwear 
and clothing.  Parrot feathers are not good to use on arrows.  Parrots are noisy 
birds and their feathers would chase away fish and game Φ   



т 

 

 

Have a look at a chicken®s foot.  It is Anisodactyl   (say A NEE SO DACK TAL), with 
three toes facing forward and one to facing backwards.   

 

Draw a line from the type of foot 

to the correct bird. 
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Parrots can fly long distances and narrow wings make them swift fliers.  A flock 
of parrots will often roost in one area.  Every day they will travel in search of 
food.  This is why you often see parrots flying in the early morning and late  

afternoon, chattering and talking about their plans of the day!  

Help the parrot get home to roost. 
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Parrots are social  and noisy.  They use their calls to communicate  with each  
other and  work together to look for food and to protect themselves from       
predators.    

 

All birds fly differently. See if you can tell the difference be-

tween parrots, macaws, woodpeckers, toucans, storks and king-

fishers when you see them flying. 
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A parrot®s beak is sharp and tough enough to crack seeds and nuts.  The sharp 
hooked tip can pull out the soft parts of nuts and fruit.  

Parrots can also be very gentle.  They use their beak to preen each other®s 
feathers, to straighten them and take out tiny bugs.  Parrots will sit together in 
small groups to help each other preen.  
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In the wild, parrots also  eat fruits, flowers, bark, and leaves.  

Parrots are seed dispersers , after eating the seed, the bird may drop it or poop it 
out.  

Colour the food that parrots eat in the wild. 
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The biggest parrots are macaws; they are large, brightly coloured birds  with 
long wings and tail. Macaws with a strong wing beat.  They often fly in pairs.  

 

Some macaws in Guyana include: 

Scarlet macaw  

  (Wayara) 

Red-and-green macaw      
(Kiyari) 

Blue-and-yellow macaw   
(Karara) 

Red-shouldered macaw 

(Marakan) 


