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Research Unit, for helping with parrot names in Makushi.

To find out more about the sun parakeet conservation efforts of Karasabai Village, or to visit, please visit: https://
www.facebook.com/keseeecolodgekarasabai
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Birds are animals with a backbone and they are
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Birds have two wings, a tail and are covered with \k\ N 7
feathers. They have a light, but strong skeleton, and a very ﬂ‘i\_\ >

efficient respiratory system .
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Feathers are made out of keratin, the same material as your hair and fingernails.
Feathers can be tiny or large, and can be different colours.

To keep feathers in good condition for flying, birds must preen their feathers to
clean, oil, and reshape them.

Birds also scratch, bathe and sun their feathers to clean them and get rid of
bugs. Every year or so, they molt, or change their feathers.
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Find a feather and) |l ook a
One side is shiny, |[this i
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There are many different species of parrot in Guyana. Macaws, parakeets and
parrotlets are different types of parrots.

Parrots have a large head, short neck, and a strong, beak, tough enough to
crack seeds and nuts.
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Parrot feet are Zygodactyl (say ZI GO DACK TAL), which means it has two toes
facing forward, and two facing back.  This allows them to grip tree branches, or

even hang upside down.

Toucans, woodpeckers and woodcreepers also have this special toe
arrangement. They can hold on to the side of trees.

Parrots are the only birds that can lift food to their mouth with a foot!




Some people may keep parrots as pets. Wild animals do not make great pets
because part of them will always remain wild. Their instinct is to behave wild,

they may bite and injure people.

Domestic animals like dogs make better pets.

Some Indigenous people use parrot feathers to decorate baskets, headwear
and clothing. Parrot feathers are not good to use on arrows. Parrots are noisy
birds and their feathers would chase away fish and game @




Have a | ook at a Ansodackyle (&8 & NEECSSO® DACK TAL}, with s
three toes facing forward and one to facing backwards.
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Parrots can fly long distances and narrow wings make them swift fliers. A flock
of parrots will often roost in one area. Every day they will travel in search of
food. This is why you often see parrots flying in the early morning and late

afternoon, chattering and talking about their plans of the day!
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Hel p the parrot get home



Parrots are social and noisy. They use their callsto communicate with each
other and work together to look for food and to protect themselves from
predators.

Al l birds fly differently. See i|f yu
t ween parrots, macaws, woodpecke|rs,
fishers when you see the fly




A par r ot @®arphneE ookgh ensugh to crack seeds and nuts. The sharp

hooked tip can pull out the soft parts of nuts and fruit.

Parrots can also be very gentl e. They wus
feathers, to straighten them and take out tiny bugs. Parrots will sit together in
small groups to help each other preen.




In the wild, parrots also eat fruits, flowers, bark, and leaves.

Parrots are seed dispersers , after eating the seed, the bird may drop it or poop it

out.

Col our the food that




The biggest parrots are macaws; they are large, brightly coloured birds with

long wings and tail. Macaws with a strong wing beat. They often fly in pairs.

@)me macaws inx\uyana i nclude

Scarl et ma c a|(w
(Wayar a)

Re@dndreen macaw
(Kiyari)

Bl wtaen-gel | ow magaw
(Karar a)

Red houl dered macaw
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